Appl. No. 10/684,820 CRNL 108009 

Reply to Office Action of 9/4/2008 
Amendment dated 12/4/2008 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 12 has been amended, and no claims have been added or canceled herein. 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (previously presented) A system for managing patient care, the system 

comprising: 

a central information system including a central database containing 
patient records for a plurality of patients, task-related information for at least a 
portion of the plurality of patients, and caregiver data for a plurality of caregivers, 
wherein the caregiver data for each caregiver includes one or more tasks assigned 
to that caregiver; 

a caregiver identification device including a caregiver identifier 
associating a caregiver to caregiver data for the caregiver in the central 
information system, the caregiver data for the caregiver including assigned tasks 
for the caregiver; 

a patient identification device including a patient identifier linking a 
patient to a patient record in the central information system; and 

a portable information device for collecting data from the patient 
identification device and the caregiver identification device and for 
communicating with the central infoiTnation system to access the patient record 
and the caregiver data for the caregiver including the assigned tasks for the 
caregiver. 
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2. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein the portable information device 
includes an embedded bar code reader and the patient identification device comprises a machine 
readable identifier. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5. (original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a medication 
identification device including a machine readable identifier identifying a particular medication, 
wherein the central information system further comprises medication data. 

6. (original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a medicd device 
identification device including a machine readable identifier identifying a particular medical 
device, wherein the central information system further comprises medical device data. 

7. (previously presented) The system of claim 1, further comprising a patient 
link server device for communicating with the portable information device and the central 
information system and for locally caching patient data, wherein the patient link server device is 
operable to cache patient data from the central information system such that the patient data from 
the central information system is available from the patient link server device when the central 
information system is unavailable, and wherein the patient link server device is also operate to 
cache patient data from the portable information device when the central information system is 
unavailable and subsequently provide the patient data from the portable information device to the 
central information system when the central information system becomes available. 

8. (original) The system of claim 7, wherein the patient link server comprises 
a web server accessible by a web browser to obtain patient information. 
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9. (original) The system of claim 7, wherein the patient link server includes 
one of wireless and wired communication tools for communicating with the central information 
system and the portable information device. 

10. (original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a device link server 
for locally controlling a device. 

1 1 . (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the portable information device 
includes wireless communication tools for communicating wirelessly with the central 
information system. 

12. (currently amended) A system for managing patient care, the system 

comprising: 

a central information system storing patient-related information; 
a patient identification device providing indicia identifying a patient; 
a caregiver identification device providing indicia identifying a caregiver; 
a device identification component containing indicia identifying a medical 

device; 

a device link server for caching information regarding actions performed 
with the identified medical device, wherein the actions are associated with an 
identified caregiver and an identified patient, wherein the device link server 
receives and caches the information regarding actions performed with the 
identified medical device when the central information system is unavailable and 
subsequently contmiunicates the information regarding actions performed with the 
identified medical device when the central information system b ecomes available; 
and 
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a portable information device for providing the identified caregiver with 
information from the device link server and for transmitting information to the 
device link server. 

13. (original) The system of claim 12, wherein the device link server 
comprises a web server accessible to a web browser for obtaining device information. 

14. (previously presented) The system of claim 12, further comprising a 
patient link server associated with the patient for caching patient data, wherein the patient link 
server is operable to cache patient data from the central information system such that the patient 
data from the central information system is available from that patient link server when the 
central information system is unavailable, and wherein the patient link server is also operate to 
cache patient data from the portable information device when the central information system is 
unavailable and subsequently provide the patient data from the portable information device to the 
central information system when the central information system becomes available. 

15. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein the patient link server 
comprises a web server accessible by a web browser for obtaining patient information. 

16. (original) The system of claim 12, wherein the portable information device 
includes an embedded bar code reader and the patient identification device comprises a machine 
readable identifier. 

17. (canceled) 

18. (previously presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the central 
information system additionally includes caregiver data including assigned tasks for each of a 
plurality of caregivers. 
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19. (previously presented) The system of claim 18, further comprising a 
caregiver identification device including a caregiver identifier associated with the caregiver data 
in the central information system, wherein the portable information device communicates with 
the central information system to verify the caregiver identifier. 

20. (previously presented) The system of claim 12, further comprising a 
medication identification device including a bar code identifying a particular medication, 
wherein the central information system further comprises medication data. 

21. (previously presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the central 
information system further comprises medical device data. 

22. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein the patient link server includes 
at least one of wireless and wired communication tools for communicating with a central 
information system. 

23. (original) The system of claim 12, wherein the portable information device 
includes wireless communication tools for communicating wirelessly with the device link server. 

24. (previously presented) A method for providing patient care using a system 
including a patient identifier associated with a patient, a caregiver identifier associated with a 
caregiver, a portable information device, and a central information system, the method 
comprising: 

retrieving the patient identifier and the caregiver identifier with the 
portable information device; 

transmitting the patient identifier and the caregiver identifier from the 
portable information device to the central information system, wherein the central 
information system includes a central database containing: (1) a plurality of 
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patient records for a plurality of patients, and (2) a plurality of caregiver records 

for a plurality of caregivers, wherein each caregiver record corresponds with a 
particular caregiver and includes one or more tasks assigned to that particular 
caregiver; and 

receiving current patient related information from the centrd information 
system at the portable information device, the current patient related information 
including one or more tasks assigned to the cziregiver as defined by the caregiver 
record for the caregiver contained in the central database of the central 
information system. 

25. (canceled) 

26. (original) The method of claim 24, wherein retrieving the patient identifier 
comprises scanning a machine readable identifier with an embedded scanner in the portable 
information device. 

27. (previously presented) The method of claim 24, wherein retrieving the 
caregiver identifier comprises scanning a machine readable identifier using an embedded scanner 
in the portable information device. 

28. (original) The method of claim 24, further comprising obtaining a 
medication identifier from an identification device including a machine readable identifier 
identifying a particular medication. 

29. (original) The method of claim 24, further comprising obtaining a medical 
device identifier and accessing medical device records from the central information system. 

30. (previously presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising 
recording tasks performed on the patient on a patient link server device by locally caching 
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patient data from the portable information device, wherein the patient link server device provides 
the patient data to the central information system when the central information system is 
available. 

3 1 . (original) The method of claim 30, further comprising accessing 
information on the patient link server through the use of a web browser. 

32. (original) The method of claim 30, further comprising using wireless 
communication tools for communication between the patient link server and the portable 
information device. 

33. (original) The method of claim 24, further comprising locdly controlling a 
device using a device link server. 

34. (previously presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising 
wirelessly communicating between the portable information device and the central information 
system. 

35. (original) A computer readable medium having computer executable 
instructions for performing the method of claim 24. 

36. (previously presented) A method for managing patient care using a central 
information system, a patient identification device including a patient identifier, a caregiver 
identification device including a caregiver identifier, a patient link server, and a portable 
information device, the method comprising: 

processing the patient identifier and the caregiver identifier using the 
portable information device; 
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prompting the identified caregiver to perform at least one ordered task on 
the identified patient in accordance with instructions provided through the 
portable information device; 

transferring information pertaining to a performed task from the portable 
information device to the patient link server; 

determining that the central information system is unavailable; 

caching the information on the patient link server based on the 
determination that the central information system is unavailable; and 

when the central information system becomes available again, trjinsferring 
the information from the patient link server to the central information system. 

37. (original) The method of claim 36, further comprising accessing data from 
the patient link server using a web browser. 

38. (previously presented) The method of claim 36, further comprising a 
device link server for storing a record of information coming from a medical device. 

39. (original) The method of claim 38, further comprising accessing the 
device link server by implementing a web browser. 

40. (previously presented) The method of claim 36, further comprising using 
an embedded scanner in the portable information device to perform patient identification. 

41. (previously presented) The method of claim 40, wherein prompting the 
identified caregiver to perform the at least one ordered task on the identified patient comprises 
obtaining patient data including the at least one ordered task on the portable information device 
from a central information system. 
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42. (original) The method of claim 41, further comprising obtaining caregiver 
data from the central information system. 

43. (previously presented) The method of claim 36, further comprising 
wirelessly transferring information pertaining to a performed task from the portable information 
device to the device link server. 

44. (previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein prompting the 
identified caregiver to perform the at least one ordered task on the identified patient comprises: 
determining that the central information system is currently unavailable; and obtaining patient 
data including the at least one ordered task on the portable information device from the patient 
link server, wherein the patient link server previously received the patient data from the central 
information system and cached the patient data. 

45. (previously presented) A system for managing patient care, the system 

comprising: 

a central information system containing patient records and task-related 
information for patients; 

a patient identification device providing indicia identifying a patient; 

a patient link server for caching a patient record and task-related 
information for the patient from the central information system, wherein the 
patient record and task-related information for the patient are available from the 
patient link server when the central information system is unavailable, the patient 
link server also for caching information regarding actions performed with respect 
to the patient, wherein the patient link server is operable to cache the information 
regarding actions performed with respect to the patient when the central 



3221532vl 



- 10- 



Appl. No. 10/684,820 CRNL 108009 

Reply to Office Action of 9/4/2008 
Amendment dated 12/4/2008 

information system is unavailable and provide the information to the central 
information system when the central information system becomes available; and 

a portable information device for providing a caregiver with information 
from the patient link server and for transmitting information to the patient link 
server. 

46. (previously presented) A method for managing patient care using a central 
information system, a patient identification device including a patient identifier for identifying a 
patient, a portable information device, and a patient link server including a patient link server 
identifier for identifying the patient link server, the method comprising: 

processing the patient identifier and the patient link server identifier using 
the portable information device; 

communicating the patient identifier and the patient link server identifier 
to the central information system; 

associating the patient identifier and the patient link server identifier at the 
central information system; 

communicating patient-related information for the patient from the central 
information system to the patient link server; 

caching the patient-related information from the central information 
system at the patient link server, wherein the patient-related information is 
available from the patient link server when the central information system is 
unavailable; 

prompting a caregiver to perform at least one ordered task on the patient in 
accordance with instructions provided through the portable information device. 
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the instructions being obtained on the portable information device from at least 
one of the central information system and the patient link server; and 

transferring information pertaining to a performed task from the portable 
information device to at least one of the patient link server and the central 
information system, wherein the information pertaining to the performed task is 
transferred from the portable information device to the patient link server when 
the central information system is unavailable and is subsequently transferred from 
the patient link server to the central information system when the central 
information server becomes available. 
47. (canceled) 
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